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SUBJ: NEGOTIATIONS ON MOSCOW INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER 
USDOC FOR BEWT/BOWDEN 

1 . DURING MEETING OCTOBER 23 WITH ECON/COMM COUNSELOR AND 
COMMATT, CHIEF OF CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY'S EXHIBITIONS 
DIRECTORATE K.G. OGANESYAN RAISED SUBJECT OE NEGOTIATIONS ON 
MOSCOW INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER WHICH CURRENTLY UNDERWAY IN 
MOSCOW BETWEEN CHAMBER AND US TEAM CONSISTING OF REPS PROM 
OCCIDENTAL, BECHTEL, ARCHITECTURAL FIRM, INTERIOR DECORATORS 
ETC. NOTING THAT U.S. FIRMS ARE SOMETIMES VERY "CLEVER" 

(KHITRIY), OGANESYAN COMPLAINED THAT WHILE CONTRACT SIGNED IN 
SEPTEMBER 1973 SET COST OF CENTER AT DOLLARS 70 MILLION, U.S. 
NEGOTIATING TEAM WAS NOW CLAIMING THAT PRICE WOULD BE IN 
RANGE OF DOLLARS 140 MILLION. OGANESYAN INDICATED, HOWEVER, 

THAT HE WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER PROJECT 
WOULD GO THROUGH AND WOULD STAND AS "A MONUMENT TO US-SOVIET 
COOPERATION." 

2. COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO CHECK WITH OXY 
OR BECHTEL TO OBTAIN OTHER SIDE OF STORY. WHILE INFLATION IN 
U.S. AND OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES SINCE SIGNING OP CONTRACT HAS 
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PROBABLY MADE SOME PRICE ESCALATION INEVITABLE (AND SOVIET 
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PROBABLY WOULD PROBABLY BE PREPARED TO GO ALONG TO A DEGREE), 

100 PERCENT INCREASE WHICH OGANESYAN CLAIMS U.S. TEAM 
REQUESTING STRIKES US AS BEING SOMEWHAT HIGH. 
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